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REMARKS 

The final Action of March 22, 2005, and the prior 
art newly cited therein have been carefully reviewed. Upon 
entry of the present amendment, the claims in the present 
application will be claims 41-52. The applicant believes and 
submits that the claims define patentable subject matter 
warranting their allowance, and therefore the applicant 
respectfully requests favorable reconsideration, entry of the 
amendments presented above, and early formal allowance. 

Acknowledgement by the PTO in the Office Action of 
June 21, 2004, of applicant's papers filed under §119 is 
noted. 

The examiner has helpfully pointed out that several 
lines in claim 51 have been repeated. This clerical error has 
now been corrected above. 

Applicant filed an IDS on February 17, 2005, and the 
final Action acknowledges consideration by the examiner of the 
documents AL and AM cited. The Office Action also 
acknowledges the examiner's consideration of most of the 
documents cited in the earlier IDS filed October 22, 2004, 
except for document AH, there being the examiner's handwritten 
notation "(not found)". According to applicant's records, a 
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copy of document AH was not filed because document AF is 
substantially cumulative to document AH, as noted in paragraph 
2B of the IDS of October 22, 2004. Further, document AF is a 
U.S. patent and therefore a copy of document AF did not need 
to be submitted in accordance with 37 CFR 1.98(a) (2) (ii) , as 
noted in paragraph 2A of the IDS of October 22, 2004. 



AH, namely WO 98/26608A1 f is attached along with another copy 
of the form PTO sb/08a filed on October 22, 2004. Applicant 
respectfully requests that examiner to give full consideration 
to document AH by consideration of document AF. Applicant 
also notes that the PTO has not initialed two other documents 
on the Sb/08a, i.e. documents AE and AF, indicating that such 
documents have been considered by the PTO. 



from the main independent claim 41 and is patentable because 
it incorporates the subject matter of claim 41, the latter of 
which is patentable for reasons pointed out below. Applicant 
makes no admission that the dependent portion of claim 52 does 
not add additional patentable subject matter. 

Claims 41-51 have been rejected as obvious under 
§103 from Schlack et al U.S. patent application publication 
2002/0129368 Al (Schlack) in view of Dureau U.S. publication 



However, to complete the record, a copy of document 




New claim 52 is added above. This claim depends 
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2002/0056094A1 (Dureau) . This rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

Applicant believes there is some misunderstanding 
between the main points (or characteristic feature) of the 
present invention and the PTO 1 s recognition (understanding) of 
the present invention. 

The elements of (a) "a receiving part that receives 
a personal information collection information setting a range 
of personal information collection" and (b) "an information 
collecting part that collects the personal information at a 
terminal which is limited to the personal information 
specified by the user, based on the personal information 
collection information received" make is clear that the 
receiving terminal device (having a function of collecting 
viewing history) of the present invention has functions of 
collecting a personal information on the side of the receiving 
terminal device (viewer or user) based on a personal 
information collection information (a kind of "command") sent 
from a center or central system, and of transmitting the 
collected personal information to the center or central 
system. 

On the other and, the system disclosed in Schlack 
only includes a function of transmitting collected personal 
information to the center system. That is to say, the Schlack 
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system does not collect the viewer's personal information 
based on a personal information collection information sent 
from a center system because no information (command) relating 
to personal information collection is sent from the center 
system to the receiving terminal device. The Schlack system 
has further functions of analyzing viewer's operations of 
channel changing and switching, and viewing time as well as 
viewing history, and profiling the identities of a television 
viewing audience. By reason of the feature described above, 
the Schlack system should be called as "Viewer Profiling 
System" . 

Further, the Schlack system does not have the 

function of "collecting a personal information at a terminal 

which is limited to the personal information specifies by the. 

user". Relative to this feature, it is explained in 

applicant's specification as follows: 

In this example, the user admits that 
personal information is processed in the 
broadcasting station or center system 1002 
on the condition that unprocessed data of 
the personal information must not be used 
and the personal information can be used 
only for compilation such as access count 
determination. Also, the user admits 
disclosure to an information provider, but 
does not admit disclosure of unprocessed 
data of personal information, and admits 
disclosure of only compilation results such 
as access count determination. Collection 
of personal information is limited to a 
period from 2001/01/01 00:00 to 2001/01/31 
00:00, and information stored in the 
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broadcasting station or center system 1002 
can be used only until 2001/02/28 00:00. 
Also the user does not admit disclosure of 
personal data, more specifically, customer 
DB information to the information provider, 
(from bottom two lines on page 51 to line 14 
on page 52) 

Such a feature as above explained is not clarified in 
Schlack. 

The rejection asserts relative to the feature of 
the collection of the personal information that (b) an 
information collecting part that collects the personal 
information at a terminal which is limited to the personal 
information specified by the user, based upon the personal 
information collection information received (collecting 
session data in order to generate a session profile, which is 
limited to a viewing session and which is collected over a 
relatively short period of time) . However, this assertion is 
not in accord with the present invention. The feature or the 
matter of "collecting session data in order to generate a 
session profile, which is limited to a viewing session" 
asserted in the rejection is only a matter of course, and the 
feature is far different from the feature of "collecting the 
personal information at a terminal which is limited to the 
personal information specified by the user" specified in 
applicant 1 s claims . 
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In the present invention, the user actually 
specifies (or indicates) the range (or limitation) of 
personal information collection. For example, the user 
specifies that collection of personal information is limited 
to a period from 2001/01/01 00:00 to 2001/01/31 00:00 as 
described in the explanation of an embodiment of this case. 

Also in Schlack, only a rate of processing 
operation is raised as a discussion relative to the 
limitation of time, and this discussion is not in accord with 
the discussion relating to the limitation of time proposed by 
the present invention. None of the matters relating to 
"limitation" listed in the rejection is what is specified by 
the user. 

The rejection further relies on a combination of 
references. Respectfully, applicant does not see how Dureau 
would make up for the deficiencies of Schlack, even if the 
combination were obvious, the latter of which applicant 
respectfully does not accept. 

Returning to the main reference, Schlack, applicant 
notes that it is based on an application filed on October 31, 
2001, after applicant's first priority date of January 15, 
2001. Applicant however does note that the Schlack 
application upon which the publication is based is a non- 
provisional application based on two earlier filed 
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provisional applications of Schlack et al, one of which was 
filed on January 19, 2001, again after applicant's earliest 
priority date, and the other of which was filed on January 
11, 2001. However, applicant is unaware of what is disclosed 
in the first provisional application 60/260,946 of Schlack, 
filed January 11, 2001, and therefore does not known whether 
or not it contains sufficient disclosure to support what is 
stated in the Office Action. 

If the rejection is to be maintained or repeated 
(hopefully this will not occur) , applicant would request that 
the PTO provide a copy of Schlack 1 sprovisional application 
60/260,946, and point out where in the text of that 
application support exists for the teaching of Schlack relied 
upon in the final Action. 

Notwithstanding whether or not Schlack is available 
as "prior art", the rejection should be withdrawn based on 
applicant's remarks above as to the deficiencies of the 
Schlack publication relative to the present invention. Such 
withdrawal is respectfully requested. 

The prior art documents made of record and not 
relied upon have been noted, along with the implication that 
such documents are deemed by the PTO to be insufficiently 
pertinent to warrant their application against any of 
applicant ' s claims . 
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Favorable reconsideration and allowance are 
earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BROWDY AND NEIMARK, P.L.L.C. 
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Internet or a broadcasting medium by using the TV set with an internet connection function of the 
audience. While the audience is watching a TV program, the audience data including audience 
channel information and audience time information are automatically obtained. The obtained audience 
data are compared with the TV program table data to identify the watched program. The program ID 
of the identified program and the audience time information are transferred to a data collecting center 
through the Internet together with the audience ID data. By utilizing the Internet for the distribution of 
the TV program table data to the audiences and the collection of the audience data, the nationwide 
TV audience data can be easily collected and used to make statistics. Since audience channels and 
audience time information are correlated with programs on the audience side, the load of processing 
the data on the center side can be relieved. 
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or a broadcasting medium by using the TV set with an 
internet connection function of the audience. While the 
audience is watching a TV program, the audience data 
including audience channel information and audience 
time information are automatically obtained. The 
obtained audience data are compared with the TV 
program table data to identity the watched program. 
The program ID of the identified program and the 
audience time information are transferred to a data 
collecting center through the Internet together with the 
audience ID data. By utilizing the Internet for the 
distribution of the TV program table data to the 
audiences and the collection of the audience data, the 
nationwide TV audience data can be easily collected 
and used to make statistics. Since audience channels 
and audience time information are correlated with 
programs on the audience side, the load of processing 
the data on the center side can be relieved. 
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the audience belongs are received through the Internet 
or a broadcasting medium by using the TV set with an 
internet connection function of the audience. While the 
audience is watching a TV program, the audience data 
including audience channel information and audience 
time information are automatically obtained. The 
obtained audience data are compared with the TV 
program table data to identify the watched program. 
The program ID of the identified program and the 
audience time information are transferred to a data 
collecting center through the Internet together with the 
audience ID data. By utilizing the Internet for the 
distribution of the TV program table data to the 
audiences and the collection of the audience data, the 
nationwide TV audience data can be easily collected 
and used to make statistics. Since audience channels 
and audience time information are correlated with 
programs on the audience side, the load of processing 
the data on the center side can be relieved. 
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